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USD Announces New Chairman of Religious Studies 
Rev. Ronald Pachence, associate professor of religious 
studies and a specialist in Indian and Islamic traditions, has 
been appointed chairman of the Department of Religious Studies 
effective Fall 1982, according to an announcement made by 
Sister Sally Furay, RSCJ, Ph.D., J.D., academic vice president 
and provost. 
A native of Savannah, Georgia and graduate of the Immaculate 
Conception Seminary and of Catholic University, from which he 
holds the doctorate in theology and world religions, Pachence 
came to USD in September 1981 from D'Youville College, Buffalo, 
New York. His pastoral work includes parishes in Savanna h, 
the Washington, D.C. area, and Buffalo. A contributor to 
The Priest, The Journal of Dharma, and Living Light, Pachence's 
focal academic interest is in "applying the advances of 
systematic theology to pastoral and liturgical concerns" and 
to encounters among religions. 
As department chairman, Pachence says he will encourage 
scholarship and creative program planning among the faculty. 
"I'd like to see the University working off campus in programs 
such as the Los Ninos project, the seminar in Buddhism held in 
Hawaii last January, and the upcoming People-to-People summer 
program in Peru. We are beginning to see some good growth in 
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these areas, but there is a great deal more which can be done." 
Pachence would also like to see the development of a 
Master of Arts degree in his department, and the expansion of 
the already existing Master of Religious Education program--
"including more sources of scholarship funds for students." 
He also expects to see a closer coordination of his department 
with other educational offices and ministerial programs on 
campus and in the Diocese. 
The new chairman will succeed Rev. Dennis Krouse, who 
has resigned the position in order to devote full time to 
teaching and research. 
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Ronald Pachence 
Born: May 25, 194 5 (M i ami, Fla.) 
High Schoo 1: 
Navy family ( from Hazl e ton , Pa . ) - Grew up "on the road" 
(Florida, Canal Zone, Puerto Rico, Maryland, Georgia) 
St. John Vianney (Savannah, Ga . ) - Graduated 1963 
College: St. Charles Seminary, Baltimore, Md.- 2 years 
U.S. Peace Corps: 
Graduated Irrnnaculate Conception Semi nary- 1967 BA- Philosophy 
1967-1969 
Turkey (English teacher at Istanbul high school) 
Graduate Work: MA- Relig ious Education - 1972 (Catholic University) 
Ph.D- Theology and World Religions - 1978 (Catholic University) 
Ordained for 
Diocese of Savannah:- Jan. 18, 1974 (Released for College Teaching) 
Teaching: 
Part Time: Catholic University 
George Mason University (Fairfax, Va.) 
Full Time: St. Mary's Seminary (1 year) (Baltimore) 
D'Youville College (4 years) (Buffalo) 
Joined USD Faculty - Sept. 1981 
Undergraduate teaching 
MRE Program teaching - including 
Orange County Program 
Pastoral Work: Parishes in Savannah, Ga., Washington, D.C. area, Buffalo 
Currently helping out at Sacred Heart (OB) 
Publications in: The Priest, The Journal of Dharma, and Living Light 
Papers read at: College Theology Society and 
Regional American Academy of Religious 
Meetings 
Academic Interests: Applying advances in Systematic Theology to pastoral 
and liturgical concerns; encounter of religions 
Goals For The Department 
Encourage Scholarship among our faculty and creativity in program planning . 
(e.g. - bringing the university off the campus as in 
support of Los Ninos, Dr. Schneider's Hawaii program, 
the surrnner Peru program. I suspect we could do a 
great deal more in this area) 
Development of MA in religious studies 
Expansion and development of MRE Program (including more sources of schol-
arship money) 
Closer Coordination of Religious Studies department with o t her educational 
offices and ministerial pro grams on campus and in the Diocese 
New Faculty recruitment 
Improvement of secretarial services for the department 
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